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The space outside your door offers 
you a wonderful opportunity.  It’s 
space that could be used to double 
the size of your kitchen, to create 

an expansive dining area, or to expand your 
family room.  It’s space that could provide the 
perfect setting for an impressive entry foyer, 
or a restful spot for an afternoon 
nap.  All that’s required is a dif-
ferent approach to landscaping 
your property, an approach that 
turns the space outside your 
door into functional rooms that 
serve your lifestyle.

Rather than plastering plants 
against the base of the house 
-- the infamous foundation planting -- the 
“outdoor room” approach allows us to 
use plants for something other than mere 
decoration.  To create the outdoor room, we 
use trees, shrubs, and groundcovers to provide 
the ceiling, floor, and walls.  An outdoor 
room can serve as space for a multitude of 
activities.  In fact, nearly any activity that we 
can do inside the house can be adapted to the 

outdoor room, including taking a shower!   

Begin by asking yourself “How would I like 
to use this space?”  It’s really critical to view 
your property from a functional perspective 
so you can create a garden that actually 
becomes a part of your lifestyle.

Let’s use the front yard as an 
example of how the outdoor room 
concept can be used to develop 
a space that’s both beautiful and 
functional.  The front door of the 
house serves as the connector 
between indoor and outdoor space, 
so this is a great place to start.  
From the front door, you can build 

from the inside out and create an entry garden 
or courtyard that complements the entry 
foyer of your home.  You can use shrubs, tall 
perennials, and small trees to enclose and 
define the shape of the space.  Keep in mind 
that selecting the plants themselves is usually 
the very last thing you should do.  Begin with 
the function, and then select the best plant 
for that particular function.  Don’t design a 

Garden Design From The 
Inside Out    
by Kevin Joeckel, Landscape Designer

Inside this issue...
Help! My tree is cracked!
Meet Kristen!
Can You Pass the Maple Quiz? 
The Allure of the Lilac. 
             ...and much more!

Continued on page 2...

“An outdoor 

room can 

serve as space for 

a multitude of 

activities...”

Burnett’s Landscaping
406 New London Road
Salem, CT  06420
Phone: 860-859-3100
Fax: 860-859-1616
burnettslandscaping.com
CT License #533503



garden around a plant – it rarely 
works.  

One way to reinforce the 
relationship between your indoor 
and outdoor spaces is through 
repetition.  Try to repeat something 
from inside the home in the outdoor 
room.  For example, if you have 
a nice bench in your entry foyer, 
try placing a bench of a similar 
style or color in your entry garden.  
You can do the same with an urn 

or a sculpture.  To reinforce the 
relationship even further, use plants 
in your outdoor room that have 

interesting flowers or fruit that you 
can bring inside the home to create 
interesting arrangements.  Shrubs 

like forsythia, lilac, hydrangea, 
and winterberry can add dramatic 
seasonal interest to your indoor 
rooms.

So the next time you contemplate 
a landscaping project, give 
the “inside-out” concept some 
consideration.  And remember, 
the design staff of Burnett’s 
Landscaping stands ready to help 
you make your outdoor room a 
reality!

Garden Design:
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Ants in Your Plants
Help!  My Tree is Cracked!

Finally, spring has arrived.  The 
snow has melted, and for many of 

us, it’s the first time we’ve been able 
to get out in our yards and do a little 
cleanup.  And this is also the time of 
year when we receive the most calls 
and questions about “cracked” trees. 

If a tree has developed a crack on the 
south side of the trunk during winter, 
chances are the crack is due to an en-
vironmental injury called sunscald.

Winter sunscald develops with rapid 
changes in temperature from frigid 

nights to sunny days.  The sunny 
south side of a tree warms during the 
day, then, as soon as the sun sets, the 
temperature of the bark cools rapidly.  
This rapid temperature change can re-
sult in the bark cracking.  Thin-barked 
trees like maples are the most suscep-
tible to this problem.

Once the bark is cracked, there is 
nothing you can do to repair the injury.    
Some trees will continue to grow and 
prosper after a sunscald injury; others 
may develop cankers and eventually 
die. 

To prevent sunscald, wrap the trunks 
of young trees with tree wrapping 
paper before winter, and remove the 
paper in spring.  The paper reflects 
sunlight and moderates the tempera-
ture extremes.  Trees will eventually 
adapt by producing thicker bark as 
they grow larger.

Care should be taken to plant thin-
barked trees in locations where the 
trunk of the tree will not be exposed to 
direct sunlight during the winter.

“Begin with the function, 

and then select the best 

plant for that particular 

function.”

Meet Kristen DeVore!

There’s a new face in the office!  
Kristen DeVore has joined our 

team as our new office manager.  
She’ll be responsible for much of our 
accounting duties, and her cheery 
voice will be one of the first you hear 
when you give us a call.  To get to 
know Kristen a little better, we asked 
her few questions...

Q. When you were a kid, what did you 
want to be when you grew up?
A. A nurse.
Q.  What’s your least favorite food?
A.  Lima Beans.
Q.  What’s your dream vacation?
A.  The Carribbean.

Q.  If you could be a super-hero, what 
super-power would you like to have?
A. To be invisible!



Few plants herald the arrival of 
spring with as much flourish and 

fragrance as the lilac.  Quite often, the 
distinctive bloom and smell of the lilac 
stirs our earliest memories of mom or 
grandmom.  

Interestingly, the lilac is not native 
to North America.   A passion for 
lilacs swept across New England and 
the colonies in the 18th century, and 

prized lilacs were brought by ship for 
planting in gardens up and down the 
east coast.  Lilacs proved to be quite 
adaptable to the new world, capable 
of handling hot summers and brutal 
winters with aplomb.  

Unfortunately, the common lilac has 
a penchant for powdery mildew, a 
fungus which discolors the leaves and 
causes them to drop in mid to late 

summer.  If you would like to grow 
a specimen of this wonderful heir-
loom shrub, try one of the new hybrid 
varieties that are resistent to powdery 
mildew.  In fact, many of the newer 
hybrids exhibit a broad range of dra-
matic flower colors, and are smaller in 
stature than the old-fashioned variet-
ies, making them perfect for even the 
smallest garden.

Plant Pick:
The Lilacs (Syringa species)

Know Your Maples!
A Fun Quiz

1.  This imported maple has 
leaves that ooze a white sap.

2.  The wood of this maple is 
prized for its “birds-eye” grain 
pattern.

3.  President Jimmy Carter 
planted this maple on the grounds 
of the White House.

4.  Some communities have 
outlawed the planting of this 

particular maple because of its 
brittleness.

5.  President Ronald Reagan 
planted this maple on the grounds 
of the White House.

6.  This maple has beautiful peel-
ing bark.

7.  This native maple has dark 
green bark with striking white 
fissures.

News and Notes

Mary Richardson, 
Bill Ross, Angela 

Lytle, and Kevin Joeckel 
recently attended the 
American Nursery and 
Landscape Association 
Management Clinic in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  
The four day clinic 
focused on landscape 
design, business man-
agement, and client 
relations, and provided 

an opportunity to share 
ideas with dozens of 
landscape professionals 
from around the United 
States.  

Kevin Joeckel, Land-
scape Designer, 

recently presented a 
lecture on the use of 
flowering shrubs in the 
landscape to the Con-
necticut Nurseryman’s 

Foundation.  The 
audience consisted of 
landscape and nursery 
professionals from 
around the state.  The 
Connecticut Nursery-
man’s Foundation was 
established in 1996 to 
create and maintain an 
endowment fund for 
education.
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A. Sugar Maple, Acer saccharum
B. Red Maple, Acer rubrum
C. Paperbark Maple, Acer griseum
D. Norway Maple, Acer platanoides
E. Silver Maple, Acer saccharinum
F. Striped Maple, Acer pensylvanicum

Answers: 1. D     2. A    3. B    4. E
5. A    6. C    7. F

Maples are a staple of the New England landscape.  How well do 
you know your maples?  Take this short quiz and find out! 
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Spring is for...Planting!

Our busy season has arrived, and soon, truckloads of new plants will be arriv-
ing in our nursery yard for delivery to new gardens all over southeastern Con-

necticut.  But we’re never too busy to help you create the garden of your dreams.  
So whether it’s a new patio, a shade tree, a new entry garden, or a bird and but-
terfly garden, it’s never to late to give us a call.  With our vast array of equipment, 
and our skilled and experienced installation crews, we can probably get your 
project on the schedule a lot sooner than you might have expected!  So don’t 
wait...  

     ...call (860) 859-3100 and speak to one of our designers today!
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